Blood management in patients with deep prosthetic hip and knee infections.
Patients undergoing treatment for infected hip and knee replacements often have significant blood loss and require allogeneic blood transfusions. In the setting of sepsis, traditional methods of blood management such as preoperative blood donations, cell savers, and reinfusion drains are contraindicated. Pharmacologic agents can minimize transfusion requirements by increasing erythropoiesis, or minimize perioperative blood loss. This article reviews the use of these agents in the management of patients with deep prosthetic hip and knee infections.